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CLINICAL INSTRUCTION IN MFÜICINE.
Free access to hospitals, both general and special, is of inestimable

advantage to medical students, and particularly to those of an ad-
vanced grade. They ought to become familiar with the physiognomy
of disease, so that, when thrown upon their own resources, and oblig-
ed to diagnosticate for themselves, without preparation, they may not
be wholly like wanderers in a strange land, nor feel like a person at
the junction of several roads, not knowing which to take.
But if it be true that a great deal may be gleaned by the careful

student, even while only "walking" the wards of hospitals, the lat-
ter may be made of infinite value to him. The truth of this assertion
is plain to all who have enjoyed the benefits of attendance upon some
of the cliniques of the European medical institutions. And it is not
only to follow the visiting physicians and surgeons, to hear what they
say, see what they do, and note the effects upon the patients, which
can be said to constitute the clinical study of disease. The opportu-
nities afforded to students in certain foreign establishments, of exer-

cising their powers of diagnosis upon patients, and rendering their
account to the critical questioner in charge, are the genuine tests of
knowledge, and the surest means of acquiring sound medical informa-
tion. With these privileges, the young physician returns to his home
with a feeling of strength and confidence, such as those cannot have
who are launched into practice fresh from a three years'course of mere
lectures and office study. The latter are at once quite " at sea," and
may make such blunders as the " vis medicatrix natures " will have
hard work to remedy. We trust, however, that even a neophyte
would not so egregiously stumble, as did, to our knowledge, a popular
homceopathist, who gravely pronounced a patient to be laboring un-
der mild typhoid fever, when he had serious congestion of one lung,
and not a whit of any intestinal disorder.
We were led to the consideration of the advantages of true clinical

instruction in medicine and surgery, by listening to the admirable lec-
ture, introductory to the course for this year, under the auspices of
the Medical Faculty of Harvard College, and which was delivered on
Wednesday, the 4th inst., at the Medical College in Grove Street.

Professor Shattuck was eminently successful in entertaining and in-
structing his audience, in which we noticed clergymen and other gen-
tlemen not "to the manor born," who heard many wholesome truths
worth remembering. We trust that the production may be given to
the public, for, unlike many introductory and valedictory addresses,
it seemed to us very worthy of a typographical dress. There are many
sayings in it so necessary to bo known, by the laity, as well as the
profession and students of medicine, that we should esteem its wide
circulation a real benefit.

The lecturer gave a " bird's-eye view " of the clinical advantages
to be obtained in France and Italy particularly, with allusions to the
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schools of England. The system adopted at Florence is an admirable
one ; and the action of the government most creditable. By its libe-
rality and strict surveillance, a body of wholly reliable practitioners is
constantly secured to the community ; and thus, more than in any
other way, is quackery discouraged, and, in fact, repressed.

Dr. Shattuck did not, if we rightly remember, refer to the German
schools. We have been much interested, of late, by the perusal of
letters from some of our younger medical men, who have spent most
of the time allotted by them to study abroad, in the German institu-
tions. Conversations with some of them, since their return, confirm
us in the very favorable opinion we had formed of the advantages to
be secured by the faithful student under such incentives and with such
facilities.

The question will occur, in conclusion, why cannot more be made of
our own hospital advantages ? If we cannot boast the colossal estab-
lishments of the older countries, we certainly have enough material,
and plenty of opportunity might be afforded, for a most efficient and
valuable course of clinical teaching. And why cannot the system of
foreign instruction, which has also of late obtained in certain of our
sister cities, be set on foot here ? Nothing would attract students
more quickly, nothing could fit them more thoroughly for the duties
of their responsible profession. It seems to us a duty which the pro-
fession owe to those about to enter it, to do this. We say the pro-
fession—we mean especially those who are teachers and hospital medi-
cal officers—but we think that the profession, as a body, should call
for this plan to be thorough!}' put into execution. Practitioners and
patients would alike reap the benefits which result from such a course
of instruction ; the former in having well-educated brethren, and se-

curing, at first, a great diminution of quacks, and finally, it may be
hoped, their extermination ; the latter, in being sure of always having
sound practitioners, versed in the practical, as well as the theoretical
knowledge of their art.

The subject should command the earnest attention of the profession
•everywhere ; and we trust the time is not far distant when we shall
boast a well-organized, fully-attended, and widely-reaching system of
clinical instruction in medicine and surgery.
EXCITO-SECRETORY SYSTEM—NEW CLAIMANTS OF THE DISCOVERY.
Our readers are aware that after the application of the doc-

trine of reflex nervous action to the process of secretion, by Dr.
Marshall Hall, the priority of the suggestion was claimed by Dr.
Campbell, of Augusta, Ga., and subsequently acknowledged by the
illustrious English physiologist. Of late, Dr. Campbell's claim has
been contested by two other American physicians. In the September
number of the Medical Independent, Dr. J. Adams Allen, Professor of
Materia Medica in the University of Michigan, announced that the
excito-secretory doctrine had been publicly taught and illustrated by
him, while professor at the Indiana Medical College, as early as No-
vember, 1848, that is, two years before the date claimed by Dr. Camp-
bell for his announcement. But in the November number of the same

Journal, we find an article by Dr. Martyn Paine, -of New York, who
states that the idea of the excito-secretory function has been publicly
iaught by him ever since the year 1841, in his lectures at the Univer-
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sity of New York, and is embodied in his " Institutes of Medicine,"
published in 1847 ; and that, moreover, the idea of the generalization
of excito-motory action throughout the system, which Dr. Marshall
Hall believed originated with himself, may be found in the same work.

LETTER FROM DR. EDWARD WARREN.
Messrs. EnrroRs,—I observe in the Journal of Oct. 29th, a notice

of a Prize Dissertation, by a gentleman of my name. Singularly
enough, while I was in Paris three years since, a letter was published
in a New York medical journal, giving, I am informed, a very able ac-
count of the hospitals in Paris—purporting to be written from Paris,
and bearingmy name. Some of my friends were so sure I wrote it, that
I felt in doubt myself ; especially as I had written an account of the
French Hospitals in a letter published in the Boston Med. and Surg.
Journal twenty-five years previous. Singularly enough, my Prize Dis-
sertations were published in Philadelphia, seventeen years ago—the
same place where those in question are published.

The writer, if he is not my wraith, probably supposes he is the only
one in the country of the name, as I believe he mentions no residence.
If you know where he lives and practises, may I not ask you to

communicate it in your Journal, for the benefit of any who may feel
an interest in the subject. Very truly yours,

Newton Lower Falls, Mass. Edward Warren.
As requested above by Dr. Warren, we will state that the author

of the dissertation referred to, resides at Edenton, N. C, as intimated
in our announcement of the award of the prize.

Physician's Account Book.—The difficulty of finding a good method
of keeping accounts is a frequent subject of complaint among physi-
cians, and is shown by the numerous methods which are recommend-
ed from time to time. None of these are perfect, and several offer
grave objections. Yet physicians' accounts must be kept, and we
have before called attention to a system published by the proprietor ofthis Journal, as the best with which we are acquainted. The last edi-
tion having been completely exhausted, a new one has just been is-
sued, and we take the occasion to again recommend it to our brethren
as likely to save them a great deal of trouble and also some money.
By this method, one page is appropriated to each month, containing
separate columns for the name of the patient, member of his family,
day of the month, number of visits, amount charged, page of ledger
and page of cash book. The ledger and cash book are in the same
volume with the journal. Three different sizes are issued, of good
material and neat workmanship, adapted to the wants of practitioners.
The small size will contain 5040 separate entries of one month's visits,,
sufficing for 420 patients per month ; the medium size contains 8100»
entries, for 700 patients per month ; and the large size contains 11,760
entries, for 980 patients per month. The prices for the three sizes, a»
will be seen by the publisher's advertisement, are very low.
Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, November 7th, 68. Males, 30—Females, 38.—

-Accident, 2—apoplexy, 1—inflammation of the bladder, 1—congestion of the brain, 1-Mlisease of the brain,
2—bronchitis, 1—cholera infantum, 5—consumption, 15—convulsions, I—croup, 4—diarrhoea, 2—dropsy, 1
—dropsy in the head, 6—infantile diseases, 4—erysipelas. 1—scarlet fever, 1—gangrene, 1—haemorrhage, 1
—inflammation of the lungs, 5—congestion of the lungs, 2—marasmus, 1—old age, 1—pleurisy, 1—rheu-

-

matism, 1—teething, 3—tumor (in uterus), 1—unknown, 3
Under 5 years, 38—between 5 and 20 years, 2—between 20 and 40 years, 16—between 40 and 60 years^

9—above 60 years, 3. Born in the United States, 53—Ireland, 13—Scotland, 1—England, 1.
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Medical Lectures the present Season.—The Lecture Term at the Mass. Medical
College was commenced in this city last week, with an Introductory Lecture by
Prof. G. C. Shattuck, which is noticed on another page.—A series of clinical lec-
tures for the coming season was commenced at the Bellevue Hospital. New York
city, October 19th, with an Introductory Lecture by Dr. J. W. Francis. The lec-
tures are to be weekly through the winter, by the following gentlemen :—Profs.
Alonzo Clark, B. F. Barker and J. T. Metcalfe, and Drs. Geo. T. Elliot and James
R. Wood.—Prof. St. John delivered, on the same day, the Introductory Lecture at
the College of Physicians and Surgeons; and Prof. Valentine Mott the one at the
University Medical College.—On the evening of the 21st, Prof. J. M. Camochan
delivered the Introductory at the New York Medical College.—The 38th session
of lectures at the Medical College of Ohio commenced on the 15lh of October;
the Introductory was delivered by Prof. L. M. Lawson.

New York Academy of Medicine.—The following, from the New York Times, is
reported as part of ihe proceedings at the November meeting of the Academy.
Dr. Van Buren read a report on Dr. Squibb's paper on chloroform, which asserted
substantially that an article of chloroform is manufactured in VVilliamsburg not at
all inferior to the best made in Europe. Dr. Janes, from the Committee on Mate-
ria Medica, reported in terms of glowing admiration of Borden's Concentrated
Milk. Dr. Garrish presented a carcinornatous liver weighing 8 pounds, from a

patient who died aged 61 years. Dr. Barge read a paper on his improved splint.
Dr. Rotton read a compiled paper, and exhibited some of the coca plant so gener-
ally chewed by the Peruvian Indians. The Fellows took a chew all around, but
exhibited none of the effects named in the paper, probably for the lack of the
quicklime with which the aborigines take it.

Ergot as a Hœmostatic.—At the last meeting of the Belmont (0.) Medical So-
ciety—as reported in the Western Lancet—Dr. Affleck related a case of labor
preceded by severe haemorrhage, in which the use of ergot operated favorably.
He also thinks it one of the best haemostatics we have, ill cases of haemorrhage
after the child is born. Dr. H. West had used the ergot to advantage in some cases
of haemorrhage, but had also used it in prior and post haemorrhages without any
apparent effect. Both gentlemen thought it had no abortive effect. Dr. Wierick
thought it a good haemostatic in cases of post delivery where the natural efforts of
the uterus were present. He is now using it to a case of passive uterine haemor-
rhage, as follows: Ergot, pulv., gr. v.; acetate of lead, gr. ¡j. ; Opium, er. i., M.,
three times a day. Dr. S. B. West had great confidence in its haemostatic virtues.
He had used it before and aller delivery to arrest haemorrhage, to expel the placen-
ta, and also as a general haemostatic.
A Physician flitting too much confidence in his own Mediane.—A German doctor

of Urbana, III., the manufacturer of snake-bite medicine, caught a rattlesnake on

the prairie and look it home, and offered to let the snake bile him every time any
person bought a box of his medicine for one dollar. On Sunday of last week,
while fooling with his pet, it bit him in the hand. He applied his medicine with-
out effect. On Monday he sent for a doctor, but too late ; he died the same day.—
Western Lancet, Oct. 1,
A School of Medicine at Algiers.—By a decree, dated August 4th of this year, a

preparatory school of medicine and pharmacy is to be instituted in Algiers. There
will be ihe usual number of Chairs (eight), and boih the civil and military hospi-
tals are to be opened to the pupils for clinical instruction. The school will, as far
as examinations are concerned, be in connection with the Faculty of Montpellier ;
but the dialomas granted in Africa will entitle to practise in ihe French possessions
of that part of the world. To commence medical studies, the young men, be they
either Arab or other Mussulmen, must produce a certificate from the director of
the Franco-Arabian College as to literary acquirements; the French, from the
rector of the Academy of Algiers. There will be no religious restrictions.—
London Lancet.

No death from smallpox has 1aken place in Providence (R.I.) for 17 months past.
In the same city, during the last six weeks, it is estimated that there have been
not less than 5U00 cases of influenza—only four of which have proved fatal.
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